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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56, 1.97 (e), 1.97 (b), and 1.98, applicants respectfully submit 
this communication to make of record the documents cited in FORM PTO-1449. A copy of the foreign 
documents cited in FORM PTO-1449 are enclosed herewith. 

Applicants also respectfully certify in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (e) (1) that each item of 
information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in the communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three (3) months prior to the filing 
of this statement. 

It is respectfully submitted that the disclosure of the above document does not constitute an 
admission that it is relevant or material to the claims or are "prior art" to the subject application. The 
citation of it is not to be considered as a representation that no better art exists or that a search has been 
made. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: September 30, 2004 




Agent for Applicant 



Becton, Dickinson and Company 
1 Becton Drive 

Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417-1880 
(201)847-6356 



I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING 
DEPOSITED WITH THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE AS FIRST 
CLASS MAIL IN AN ENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO: COMMISSIONER 
FOR PATENTS, P.O. BOX 1450, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 
ON: September 10,2004. 
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#83132 



